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HISTORICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 



Erratum. — " Benjamin Harrison, of Brandon, the signer" (Vol. IV, 
page 92), should be " Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley." 



Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. 
Editor of the Virginia Historical Magazine : 

Sir: In your October number Dr. George W. Graham replies to 
my criticism in your July number, of the phamphlet printed by himself 
and Prof. Alexander Graham, on the genuineness of the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of 20th May, 1775. In my criticism I quoted from the Journal 
of the Provincial Congress of North Carolina, which met on 20th August, 
1775, showing that not only did the delegates from Mecklenburg county 
take an oath of allegiance to King George, but that they joined in an ad- 
dress to the people of Great Britain, indignantly denying that independ- 
ence had been aimed at in any part of the Colony, and I presented to 
the advocates of the Declaration of 20th May, 1775, the two horns of a 
dilemma. " Either the Congress of North Carolina, including the dele- 
gates from Mecklenburg county, told the truth, and the declaration was 
not made, or the declaration was made, and, the North Carolina Con- 
gress, including the delegates from Mecklenburg county, were guilty of 
base falsehood." Dr. Graham boldly takes the horn of this dilemma 
which exhibits the Mecklenburg patriots as guilty of base falsehood, 
and is willing to save the asserted Declaration of the 20th May, at the 
expense of the veracity of those who are said to have made it. It is a 
sad spectacle, and if Dr. Graham can maintain his position, he will have 
consigned the much honored patriots of Mecklenburg county, and 
indeed of North Carolina, who constituted the Congress, to lasting 
infamy. I shall, in this review of his communication, defend the patriots 
of North Carolina, and of America, from his charge brought against 
them, of " insincerity and deceit." And first let me state what was the 
position publicly taken by the patriots of America previous to, and 
during the summer of 1775. This may be stated in the words of the 
Continental Congress in their addresses adopted 8th July, 1775. In 
these they draw the distinction between allegiance to their sovereign, 
and obedience to measures of his ministers and of Parliament contrary 
to the British Constitution, and destructive of British freedom, a dis- 
tinction which runs like a thread of gold through English History. 

In their declaration setting forth "the causes and necessity of taking 
up arms, ' ' after stating the oppressive acts of the ministry and parliament, 
which caused them to take the step, and the considerations which prom- 



